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WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
BULLETIN 


By MADELEINE Z. Dory 


T HE Women’s Consultative Committee has been 
holding a series of meetings in Geneva at the 
same time that the 85th Council of the League of 
Nations has been in session. The members of the 
Women’s Consultative Committee present were: 
Emily Balch, U. S. A.; Madeleine Z. Doty, U. S. A.; 
L. C. A. Van Eeghen, Holland; Dr. Renee Girod, 
Switzerland; Ellen Hrup, Denmark; Marta He- 
kimi, Persia; Lillian Von Matsch, Austria; Alice 
Paul, U. S. A., and Dr. Rosa Welt Straus, Palestine. 

Mr. Benes, the chief delegate of Czechoslovakia, 
in spite of his short time in Geneva and his absorp- 
tion in the affairs of the Council, took time to con- 
fer with the Women's Consultative Committee and 
took steps to secure special facilities for the 
committee’s work. He expressed himself to the 
League’s Secretariat as feeling that since it was 
through the representatives of the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee that the Equal Rights Treaty 
was put on the agenda of the Assembly, and as 
that committee through its five large international 
organizations represents 45,000,000 women, and 
as it is the only consultative committee of women 
ever set up by the League, it should be given 
special attention. 


The Women’s Consultative Committee in the 
report it is sending the League is devoting the 
major part to the status of women and the need 
of equality, and making nationality only one issue 
in the whole problem of equality. 


The rising tide of interest among women 
throughout the world in support of the equality 
campaign at Geneva is extraordinary. It has 
caused the Consultative Committee greatly to in- 
crease its work. A headquarters has now been 
established for the summer through the generos- 
ity of Mme. Hrup, where two secretaries and sten- 
ographers will be busy answering letters and pre- 
paring the report. 

Ever since last September the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee has been busy securing for 
the Equal Rights Treaty the backing of the large 
international women’s organizations. This part 
of the campaign is now practically completed. 


Endorsements of both the Equal Rights Treaty 
and the Equal Nationality Treaty come pouring in 
every day. We give below the endorsements by 
the large international organizations of the Equal 
Rights Treaty. 
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The International Council of Women 
At the Board of Officers’ meeting in Paris on 
February 12, 1935, a resolution was passed which 
will be submitted to the International Council of 
Women’s Executive Committee meeting at Brus- 
sels in June, 1935, and reads as follows: 
“Considering that we desire to obtain for women equal 
rights and responsibilities with men in all countries and 
in every sphere of activity, 
“We hereby support the Montevideo Treaty signed in 
ny 1933, and urge the Assembly to endorse it as 
‘The contracting States agree that upon ratification 
4 —— re and women shall have equal rights 
hout territory subject to their respective 
— ctions.’ ” 
The International Alliance for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship 
At its Congress at Istanbul on April 18-25, 
1935, the following resolution in regard to the 
Equal Rights Treaty was presented by Mme. Maria 
Verone, of France, and was passed by a large 
majority : 
“The Alliance, regarding the 


ty of the sexes in 
all countries as the goal toward which all feminist efforts 
must be directed, resolves to support all means in its 
power the principle expressed in the t article of the 
treaty signed at Montevideo in December, 1933, the text 
of which is as follows: 
‘Tlie contracting States agree that upon ratification 
4 — out the men and women shall have equal rights 
hout territory subject to their respective 
— jetions.“ 
International Federation of University Women 
At a board meeting in London, April, 1935, the 
officers of the International Federation of Univer- 
sity Women agreed, provisionally, to support the 
Montevideo Equal Rights Treaty. 


International Federation of Women Lawyers 

This organization wrote to the Liaison Com- 
mittee of women’s international organizations 
meeting in London, May 15, 1935, that they would 
support the Equal Rights Treaty with an explana- 
tory preamble. 

All Asian Conference of Women 

The meeting of the Permanent Committee of 
the All Asian Conference of Women held at Kar- 
achi on January 2, 1935, endorsed the Equal Rights 
Treaty. Item 10 of the minutes of that meeting 


runs thus: 
“The Equal Rights Trea 
26th December, 1933, by 


signed at Montevideo on the 
e of various 


— States was formally endorsed by the members 
present.“ 
The Women's International League for Peace 


and Freedom 
At its International Congress at Zurich on Sep- 
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tember 7, 1934, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted by the Congress: 

“WHEREAS four American Republics have recently signed 
a Treaty to remove from r laws all discriminations 
based on sex, reading: 

‘The contracting States agree that 2 the ratifica- 
tion of this Treaty, men and women s have Equal 
Rights throughout the territory subject to their re- 
— jurisdictions’ ; 

— this sal Rig 
and speedy way to esta 
throughout the entire world; 

“WHEREAS this victory is particularly heartening at this 
time when the forces of reaction are taki 
women in Europe a large part of their f om: 

“Be it resolved, That this Congress give its approval to 
the Equal Rights Treaty and ask its Sections to work for 
it in respective countries.” 

The Equal Rights International 

At the General Meeting of the Equal Rights In- 
ternational in Geneva on September 9, 1934, the 
following resolution was adopted: 

“The Equal Rights International welcomes the signa- 
ture at the time of the Seventh International Conference 
of American States, at Montevideo, in December, 1933, 
of an Equal Rights Treaty 1 9 the text which ap- 
pears in the ‘Object’ of the Equal Rights International: 

‘The contracting States agree t upon the ratifica- 
tion of this Treaty men and women shall have equal 
rights throughout the territories subject to their re- 
8 ive jurisdictions.’ 

Equal Rights International offers its most cordial 
congratulations to the Governments of Par y, Cuba, 
Ecuador and U y. They are the first Governments 
in the whole world to understand the vital importance to 
the world’s progress of adherence to the principle of the 
equality of the sexes. In thus taking the initiative the 
Governments of Paraguay, Cuba, Ecuador and Uruguay 
have shown to other nations the way of right, wisdom 


and justice. 
“The Equal Rights International pl itself to re- 
Equal Rights 


newed efforts to extend the application of 
Treaty.” 


The World Committee of Women Against War 
and Fascism 


This organization endorsed the Equal Rights 
Treaty at its Paris Congress, August 7, 1934. The 
resolution of endorsement read: 
nas four American Republics have recently signed 

a Treaty to remove from their laws all discriminations 
based on sex, reading: | 

‘The contracting States agree that “pen the ratifica- 
tion of this Treaty, men and women s have Equal 

—— throughout the territory subject to their juris- 

iction’ ; 

“WHEREAS this international eement points a prac- 
tical and speedy way to establish Equal Rights for women 
throughout the entire world; 

“WHEREAS this victory is particularly heartening at this 
time when the forces of reaction are taking away from 
women in Europe a large part of their freedom: 

“Be it resolved, That this Congress congratulates the 
women of the four American Republics upon their success 
and gives its approval to the Equal Rights Treaty.” 


The Inter-American Commission of Women 

The commission endorsed the Montevideo Equal 
Rights Treaty at a meeting in Montevideo in De- 
cember, 1933. 

The International Soroptomist Clubs 

These endorsed the Equal Rights Treaty at their 
Paris Congress, July, 1934. | 
Women’s Consultative Committee on Nationality 


ints a prac- 
for women 


The Committee endorsed the Equal Rights 


Treaty at its Geneva meeting, July 24, 1934. 
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OBJECT 


To secure for women 1 equality with men under 
the law and in human relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights hout the 
United States and every place subject to its j ction.” 
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” 
Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate Jan 4, 1935, 
by Senator John G. Townsend, Delaware. 
Introduced in the House January 3, 1935, 
by Representative Louis Ludlow, Indiana. 


YOU CAN HELP 

* 4 joining the National Woman's Party and 
working for the Equal Rights Amendment. 

By subscribing to the official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 
ae making the principle of Equal Rights a live 

ue. 

By making as large a contribution in money as 
sa now to help in the work for the Amend- 
ment. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B STREET N. E. : 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 


@ Please enter my subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 


One Year, $1.00 Foreign, $1.50 
Name 4 
Address 
City State_ 
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GENERAL FEDERATION CONVENTION 


Returning from the convention of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs in Detroit, June 4 
to 12, Mrs. Harvey Wiley, retiring president of 
the District of Columbia Federation and now its 
General Federation director, expresses the feeling 
that the point of view of justice toward women in 
industry is gaining ground in that fair-minded 
group, rather than mere palliatives in the way of 
welfare legislation. 

During the course of the convention, the Michi- 
gan branch of the National Woman’s Party gave 
a dinner in honor of Mrs. Wiley at the Women’s 
City Club of Detroit. Among those attending the 
dinner were: 


Miss Mary Brumfield, chairman of the M branch 
of the National Woman’s Party; Mrs. Mar Cameron, 
chairman Detroit General Council of the Woman’s Party; 
Doctor Marie Timpona, representing the Business and 
Professional Council, National Woman’s Party of Detroit; 
Mrs. Mae Ross of Lansing, vice president Michigan Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Association; Miss Eleanor 
McG legislative chairman Michigan Nurses Asso- 
ciation; Mrs. F. C. Aldinger of Lansing; Miss Lillian 
Appel, representing the Detroit Business and Professional 

omen; Miss Isabel Finley, president of the Social Science 
Clubs of Detroit Metropolitan Area; Mrs. Jennie McKibben 
of the Government Workers Council of the National Wom- 
an’s P ; Mrs. F. C. Osborn, member of the Detroit 
Board of Education; Mrs. Hugh Martin, representing Mrs. 
Siefert, president of the Detroit Federation of Women’s 

; Miss Cornelia Hill of Washington, D. C.; Mrs. 
Alfred G. Wilson of Meadowbrook Farm, Rochester, Mich.; 
and many members and leaders in the activities of the 


organization. 

In speaking at the dinner, Mrs. Wiley called 
attention to the unjust working out of the mini- 
mum wage laws for women only, in California, 
Massachusetts, and Oregon; giving examples of 
facts in each case. Mrs. Wiley stressed the point 
that all welfare legislation should be for persons 
in industry, as exemplified in the NRA codes, all 
but one of which provided the same hours for men 
and women, and in half of which the same wages 
4 provided for men and women doing the sam 
wor 


World Court Resolution 


When the resolution to reiterate the stand of 
the General Federation for the adherence of the 
United States to the World Court was introduced, 
Mrs. Wiley moved an amendment to the effect: 

“But be it further resolved, That in the event 
the United States adheres to the statute of the 
World Court it shall make the following reserva- 
tion: That the code of law to be administered by 
the World Court shall not contain inequalities 
based on sex.” 

This amendment is in fact the reservation in- 
troduced in the Senate by Senator Gerald P. Nye, 
March 30, 1933, and reintroduced in the present 
Congress. In speaking to her proposed amend- 
ment, Mrs. Wiley said: “The Hague Nationality 
Convention which is the beginning of the proposed 
world code, when ratified by ten countries, is an 
injustice to women. A world code should express 
the highest ideas. It should be based on equity 
and equality, not inequality. The Hague Nation- 
ality Convention in four of its sections imposes 
upon women an inferior position. Our Govern- 


ment has three times gone on record as opposed 
to this convention. In entering the World Court 
should this country stoop under a lower door for 


_ its women than its own laws provide?” 


Mrs. Emma Fox, of Michigan, made a plea 
“that this big organization should stand by the 


progress women have made in over 300 years for 


the removal of discriminations,” and Mrs. L. L. 
Blankenburg, of Philadelphia, said: “We have 
been trying for years to find equality. Don’t let 
us go back now. Let us forget that we are male 
and female and be people.” Mrs. Otto Hahn, of 
New York, speaking for the amendment, said, 
“the degrading of womanhood which is going on 
in Europe is apt to have repercussions in this 
country.” 

The vote on this amendment was 142 for and 

256 against. The Christian Science Monitor of 
June 12 states: “The vote was not altogether a 
loss for the National Woman’s Party’s stand for 
the absolute legal equality of women, since 142 
women were in favor to 256 against, showing a 
marked increase of friendliness on the part of 
this, one of the most conservative of women’s or- 
ganizations.” The entire delegations from Mary- 
land and from the District of Columbia voted for 
the amendment. 
On the last day of the convention Mrs. Wiley 
asked permission to move that a letter be sent to 
the Women’s Consultative Committee, created by 
the League of Nations with regard to the Equal 
Nationality Treaty and the whole question of the 
status of women to be on the agenda of the League 
of Nations at the Assembly of September, 1935. 
The R was carried and the following letter 
was sent: 


June 12, 1935. 
To the Women’s Consultative Committee 
Created by the Council of the — of Nations 
Care Frau Ellen Hrup, Member of the fting Committee 
19 rue Henri Mussard, Geneva, Switzerland. 
GREETINGS! 

Since the General Federation of Women’s Clubs en- 
dorsed the Equal Nationality Treaty in May, 1934, we are 
glad to send you our hearty good wishes for the success- 

ul signing of this oo. by the nations of the world. 

It is also our earnest hope that the League of Nations 
at its coming session in September, 1935, will do all in its 
power to safeguard the rights of women—the right to 
earn a living, the right to an educaton, to hold public 
office, and to enter the professions. 

Sincerely yours, 
| SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S CLUBS. 


On the last day of their stay in Detroit the mem- 


bers of the District of Columbia delegation were 


beautifully entertained by Mrs. Lula Bachman and 
Mrs. Phoebe C. Munnecke, both members of the 
Detroit Bar. 


CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE 


As a part of its campaign to concentrate on win- 
ning the support of members of the Judiciary 
Committee of the House of Representatives to the 
Equal Rights Amendment, Anita Pollitzer, Secre- 
tary of the Congressional Committee of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, has spent some time re- 
cently in the districts of Representatives James 
P. B. Duffy and Clarence E. Hancock, of New York 
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State, speaking at meetings arranged by their con- 
stituents. 

In Syracuse, the home of Representative Han- 
cock, Miss Pollitzer was the guest of Mrs. Fred- 
erick G. Hazard, a devoted supporter of Equal 
Rights, who arranged a series of conferences. The 
Syracuse branch of the Woman’s Party, under 
Mrs. Lieber Whittic, chairman, arranged a lunch- 
eon at the Hotel Syracuse, at which representatives 
of women’s groups heard the arguments for the 
Amendment and formulated plans for action. On 
Saturday evening, June 9, the Zonta Club, of 
Albany, at its inter-city dinner meeting, attended 
by Zonta members from Albany, Schenectady, 
Poughkeepsie, Glen Falls, Auburn, Utica and Syra- 
cuse, gave its entire program to a discussion of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, with Miss Pollitzer as 
speaker. 

In Rochester, the home of Representative Duffy, 
officers of the Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, the Zonta Club, and other women’s groups, 
met at the call of Miss Flora Armbruster, Chair- 
man of Public Affairs of Zonta. The luncheon was 
held at the Rochester Chamber of Commerce, 
which, some years ago, cooperated so splendidly 
with the Woman’s Party, in preparations for the 
Seneca Falls Pageant, commemorating the 1848 
Equal Rights convention. 


HOW LONG WILL WOMEN WAIT? 


HREE QUARTERS of a century ago, led b 

1 Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and, 
later, Susan B. Anthony, women began the “Equal 
Rights” movement in the United States. 


The resolutions adopted at the Seneca Falls con- 
vention in 1848 were: 


Resolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with 
the true and substantial happiness of woman, are contrary 
to the great precept of nature and of no validity, for this 
is “superior in obligation to any other.” 

Resolved, That all laws which prevent woman from 
occupying such a station in society as her conscience shall 
dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to that 
of man, are contrary to the great precept of nature, and 
therefore of no force or authority. 

Resolved, That woman is man’s equal—was intended 
to be so by the Creator, and the highest good of the race 
demands that she should be recognized as such. 

Resolved, That the women of this country ought to be 
enlightened in regard to the laws under which they live, 
that they may no longer publish their degradation de- 
claring themselves satisfied with their — position, 
nor their ignorance, by asserting that they have all the 
rights that they want. nih 

Resolved, That inasmuch as man while claiming for 
himself intellectual superiority, does accord to woman 
moral superiority, it is preeminently his duty to encour 
her to speak and teach, as she has an opportunity, in 
religious assemblies. 

Resolved, That the same amount of virtue, deli „ and 
refinement of behavior that is required of woman in the 
social state, should also be required of man, and the same 
transgressions should be visited with equal severity on both 
man and woman. 

Resolved, That the objection of indelicacy and impro- 
_ priety, which is so often brought against woman when she 
addresses a public audience, comes with a very ill-grace 
from those who encourage, by their attendance, her pres- 
ence on the stage, in the concert, or in feats of the circus. 

Resolved, That woman has too long rested satisfied in 
the circumscribed limits which corrupts customs and a per- 


verted application of the Scriptures have marked out for 

her, and that it is time she should move in the enlarged 

sphere which her great Creator has assigned her. 
Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of this 


country to secure to ves their sacred right to the 
elective franchise. 


Resolved, That the equality of human rights results 


necessarily from the fact of the identity of the race in 
capabilities and responsibilities. 

esolved, therefore, That, a — by the Creator 
with the same capabilities, and same consciousness of 
for their exercise, it is demonstrably the 
right and duty of woman, equal th man, to promote 
every righteous cause by every righteous means; and espe- 
cially in rd to the great subjects of morals and religion, 
it is self-evidently her right to participate with her brother 
in teaching them, both in private and in public, by writing 
and by spe „ by any instrumentalities proper to be 
used, and in any assemblies proper to be held; and this 
being a self-evident truth growing out of the divinely im- 
* principles of human nature, any custom or author- 
ty adverse to it, whether modern or wearing the hoary 
sanction of antiquity, is to be regarded as a self-evident 
depends 

esolve 5 y success of our cause 
upon the zealous and untiring efforts of both men and 
women, for the overthrow of monopoly of the pulpit, 
and for the securing to woman an equal participation with 
men in the various trades, professions, and commerce. 


AFTER FOUR GENERATIONS 
The precariousness of women’s position in the 
educational world was illuminated recently when 
the president of Harvard University conferred an 
honorary degree upon the president of Smith Col- 
lege. President Conant cited President Neilson as 
a leader in “a vital experiment in education—the 

training of the college woman of today.” 


GLORY OF HER COUNTRY 


Anne Morrow Lindbergh received an honorary 
degree at Smith College and was cited by the pres- 
ident as “the pride of her college and the glory of 
her country.” 


“ALL WE CAN DO NOW IS TO PROTEST” 


The words spoken by Mrs. Pilar Hildalge Lim, 
president of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of the Philippine Islands, are the same that 
have been uttered by many women through the 
centuries, but some, like Susan B. Anthony and 
Alice Paul, have protested eloquently, energetically — 
and effectively. If the Philippine women have such 
among them, the cry is not so sad. 


REPUBLICAN WOMEN PROTEST 


Republican women, according to the press, are 
demanding increased campaign participation and 
a larger share in party rewards. On the eve of 
a national political campaign, Representative 
Florence P. Kahn, California Republican, first 
woman member of the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, thinks broader recognition of women es- 
sential to Republican upbuilding. .. 

Mrs. Kahn, the Washington Post recently stated, 
“is not starting a crusade in behalf of her sex. She 
is merely one of many who are pointing out in 
party councils that women have become politically 
of age and the Republican organization should 
recognize it in a major way.” | 
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